There is also domestic and psychological violence. When we talk about domestic violence, we refer to the various forms of assault perpetrated by one member of a family or members of a family to another (Okpaga and Ansah, 2008 Media audiences also learn new meanings for old words.
Consider the following as examples: "neat" may mean orderly, as it once did, but likeable; "heavy" may not simply mean weighty in a physical sense, but "important" or "significant", and describing someone as "gay" does not necessarily mean that person is jovial and light-hearted.
According to the meaning construction theory, there are, at least, four ways in which media portrayals can play a part in shaping the process whereby people achieve new or This paper intends to briefly discuss the study of meaning.
Meaning: An Overview
Semantics is the study of meaning This means that meaning is not a constant phenomenon; it is amendable to series of variables. The meaning of an expression to the receiver of a message is the selection of a particular response which the hearer actually makes, but to the sender, it is the selection of an response in the receiver which the sender intends to achieve. Speaking on the problem of meaning as a concept, Cherry's study ( · Agent is an entity that is responsible for an action or event taking place.
· Force is a situation where inanimate things initiate some action.
· Patient is an entity that is affected by the action carried out by an agent or force.
· Experiencer is an entity that undergoes some physiological effect. It is an animate entity that is psychologically affected by an event or state.
· Instrument is a thing or entity with which an action is carried out. The instrument is usually an inanimate entity.
· Benefactor or possessor refers to an entity that possesses a thing or benefits from an action or state.
· Location refers to the place where something is situated, or where an entity moves.
· Source is the place or direction from which something originates or comes. It is usually a location.
· Goal is the direction towards which something moves or goes.
· Object is the entity that is most neutral. It is the entity whose function is determined by the semantics interpretation of the verb.
· Maleficiary is a role performed by the object which loses from the performance of certain action on another entity.
The stated semantic roles above will assist in the analysis of selected data for this paper.
Reports in the newspapers leading to violence are found in the captions and the stories. How such have influenced the people's reaction is based on the way language is manipulated and used to pass across the information at that point in time. These reports on violence have encouraged people to take laws into their hands leading to unbridled confusion and chaos.
Methodology
An analysis of the data collected from some dailies in Nigeria is featured in this paper. Eight (8) 
Theoretical Framework
Halliday's (1967) Scale and Category theory showing how text boundaries are demarcated is preferred in this study. Here also, the action in the headline can result in violence. 
Conclusion
From the twenty-four (24) headlines analysed, the following semantic roles were discovered: Force appears two (2) times. Agent appears eight (8) 
